
459

Farm Service Agency, USDA § 781.1

(f) This section does not apply to a
technical determination by NRCS. Pro-
cedures regarding the appeal of a tech-
nical determination by NRCS are con-
tained in § 780.9.

§ 780.8 Time limitations for filing re-
quests for reconsideration or ap-
peal.

(a) A request for reconsideration or
an appeal of a decision shall be filed
within 30 days after written notice of
the decision which is the subject of the
request is mailed or otherwise made
available to the participant. A request
for reconsideration or appeal shall be
considered to have been ‘‘filed’’ when
personally delivered in writing to the
appropriate reviewing authority or
when the properly addressed request,
postage paid, is postmarked. A decision
shall become final and non-reviewable
unless reconsideration is timely sought
or the decision is timely appealed.

(b) A request for reconsideration or
appeal may be accepted and acted upon
even though it is not filed within the
time prescribed in paragraph (a) of this
section if, in the judgment of the re-
viewing authority with whom such re-
quest is filed, the circumstances war-
rant such action.

§ 780.9 Appeals of NRCS technical de-
terminations.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, a technical deter-
mination of NRCS issued to a partici-
pant pursuant to Title XII of the Food
Security Act of 1985, as amended, in-
cluding wetland determinations, may
be appealed to a county committee in
accordance with the procedures in this
part.

(b) If the county committee hears the
appeal and agrees with the partici-
pant’s appeal, the county committee
shall refer the case with its findings to
the NRCS State Conservationist to re-
view the matter and review the tech-
nical determination. The County or
State committee decision shall incor-
porate, and be based upon, the NRCS
State Conservationist’s technical de-
termination.

§ 780.10 Other finality provisions.
The finality provisions contained in

section 281 of the 1994 Act shall be ap-

plied to appeals under this part to the
extent provided for in that section of
the 1994 Act.

§ 780.11 Reservations of authority.
(a) Representatives of FSA, FCIC,

and CCC may correct all errors in en-
tering data on program contracts, loan
agreements, and other program docu-
ments and the results of the computa-
tions or calculations made pursuant to
the contract or agreement.

(b) Nothing contained in this part
shall preclude the Secretary, or the Ad-
ministrator of FSA, Executive Vice
President of CCC, the Manager of FCIC,
the Chief of NRCS, if applicable, or a
designee, from determining at any
time any question arising under the
programs within their respective au-
thority or from reversing or modifying
any decision made by FSA or its coun-
ty and State committees, FCIC, or
CCC.
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§ 781.1 General.
The purpose of these regulations is to

set forth the requirements designed to
implement the Agricultural Foreign
Investment Disclosure Act of 1978. The
regulations require that a foreign per-
son who acquires, disposes of, or holds
an interest in United States agricul-
tural land shall disclose such trans-
actions and holdings to the Secretary
of Agriculture. In particular, the regu-
lations establish a system for the col-
lection of information by the Agricul-
tural Stablization and Conservation
Service (FSA) pertaining to foreign in-
vestment in United States agricultural
land. The information collected will be
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utilized in the preparation of periodic
reports to Congress and the President
by the Economic Research Service
(ERS) concerning the effect of such
holdings upon family farms and rural
communities.

§ 781.2 Definitions.

In determining the meaning of the
provisions of this part, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise, words import-
ing the singular include and apply to
several persons or things, words im-
porting the plural include the singular,
and words used in the present tense in-
clude the future as well as the present.
The following terms shall have the fol-
lowing meanings:

(a) AFIDA. AFIDA means the Agri-
cultural Foreign Investment Disclosure
Act of 1978.

(b) Agricultural land. Agricultural
land means land in the United States
used for forestry production and land
in the United States currently used for,
or, if currently idle, land last used
within the past five years, for farming,
ranching, or timber production, except
land not exceeding ten acres in the ag-
gregate, if the annual gross receipts
from the sale of the farm, ranch, or
timber products produced thereon do
not exceed $1,000. Farming, ranching,
or timber production includes, but is
not limited to, activities set forth in
the Standard Industrial Classification
Manual (1987), Division A, exclusive of
industry numbers 0711–0783, 0851, and
0912–0919 which cover animal trapping,
game management, hunting carried on
as a business enterprise, trapping car-
ried on as a business enterprise, and
wildlife management. Land used for
forestry production means, land ex-
ceeding 10 acres in which 10 percent is
stocked by trees of any size, including
land that formerly had such tree cover
and that will be naturally or artifi-
cially regenerated.

(c) Any interest. Any interest means
all interest acquired, transferred or
held in agricultural lands by a foreign
person, except:

(1) Security interests;
(2) Leaseholds of less than 10 years;
(3) Contingent future interests;
(4) Noncontingent future interests

which do not become possessory upon

the termination of the present
possessory estate;

(5) Surface or subsurface easements
and rights of way used for a purpose
unrelated to agricultural production;
and

(6) An interest solely in mineral
rights.

(d) County. County means a political
subdivision of a State identified as a
County or parish. In Alaska, the term
means an area so designated by the
State Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation committee.

(e) Foreign government. Foreign gov-
ernment means any government other
than the United States government,
the government of a State, or a polit-
ical subdivision of a State.

(f) Foreign individual. Foreign indi-
vidual means foreign person as defined
in paragraph (g)(1) of this section.

(g) Foreign person. Foreign person
means:

(1) Any individual:
(i) Who is not a citizen or national of

the United States; or
(ii) Who is not a citizen of the North-

ern Mariana Islands or the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands; or

(iii) Who is not lawfully admitted to
the United States for permanent resi-
dence or paroled into the United States
under the Immigration and Nationality
Act;

(2) Any person, other than an indi-
vidual or a government, which is cre-
ated or organized under the laws of a
foreign government or which has its
principal place of business located out-
side of all the States;

(3) Any foreign government;
(4) Any person, other than an indi-

vidual or a government:
(i) Which is created or organized

under the laws of any State; and
(ii) In which a significant interest or

substantial control is directly or indi-
rectly held:

(A) By any individual referred to in
paragraph (g)(1) of this section; or

(B) By any person referred to in para-
graph (g)(2) of this section; or

(C) By any foreign government re-
ferred to in paragraph (g)(3) of this sec-
tion; or
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